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The Chandler Award recognises significant contributions to the appreciation 
of Science Fiction in Australia, via prufeaaicnal and/or fannieh endeavours, 
carried out over a sustained period of time.

The inaugural Chandler Award nee presented .. in April at Syncon *92 to Van 
Ikin in recognition of his continuing publication of the magazine Science 
rictiom hie editing of two collections of Australian Science fiction - one aptly 
naeed Australian Scipnce Fic t i on, the other Glass Reptile Breakout end Other 
AuetraHen Speculative Stor its। and his contributions to fannish publishing both 
in Sydney and Perth.

The Chandler award will continue to be presented at irregular intervals, 
possibly in conjunction with a National SF Convention, should a deserving 
candidate be brought forward during a particular year.

Nominations for the next Chandler Award are NOV OPEN, and should be 
forwarded toi

Australian Science Fiction Foundation
P.O. Box 4024
University of Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia. 3052

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS FOR FOUNDATION. PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS FOR FOUNDATION.
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A_ FEH WORDS ABOUT THE WINNERr_ VAN IK IH

THE CHANDLER AWARD ITSELF.

from Terry Dowling
It's probably impossible to give an accurate list of the shakers and movers, 

makers and doers, the voices of sweet reason, fair play and honest assessment 
that have helped make the F&SF phenomenon what it is in this country, harder 
still to list those who don't have an axe to grind somewhere or a chip on the 
shoulder about something, who manage to maintain commitment, excellence and 
proportion in what they do.

The announcement of Van I kin as winner of the inaugural Chandler Award at 
Syncon '92, the 31st Natcon held at Sydney's Shore Inn over the Easter long 
weekend, was greeted with resounding applause. It was a welcome and very popular 
choice. Susan Chandler, Bert's widow, was delighted with it.

I've known Van as a close friend and colleague since our undergrad days at 
Sydney University, when he was editing and single-handedly publishing the SUSFA 
fanzine, Enigma. He is presently a lecturer in English literature at the 
University of Western Australia, a husband and father and - too rarely these days 
for those of us who know his stories - a writer whose fiction has appeared in 
everything from Adam to Omega. Since 1977, he has published and edited Science 
Fiction: A Revi ew.of.... Sgecujat ive Literature, now at its 32nd issue, plus two 
impressive anthologies, Australian Science Fiction, UQP, 1982 and Glass Reptile 
Breakout and other Australian Speculative Stories, CSAL, 1991. As well as being 
resident genre reviewer for the Sydney Morning. Herasince 1983, he makes 
regular appearances at genre-related conventions and seminars, such as the 1991 
Legends Seminar in Sydney (1991) and this year's Imaginings Conference in 
Brisbane for which he was Keynote Speaker.

This is not to say Van doesn't rob graveyards at midnight or swing from the 
bells when Quasimodo is on leave. It means that he is dedicated and professional 
enough to keep standards and hide the Zorro suit, committed enough to keep 
publishing even when the gods have made it patently obvious they have it in for 
him, one of those sly low-key bon vivants who couldn't possibly take another 
glass of wine at dinner but will then souvenir your best bottle of red and leave 
money on the fridge. He has a sense of humour to be reckoned with, a charm and 
goodwill second to none.

What more can you say about someone who publishes articles on SF reading 
protocols then packages same between f1uoro-yel1ow covers? Just this - he is a 
fine choice, a wonderful and most deserving choice, for which the 1992 jury as 
much as Van himself deserve congratulations. They could not have chosen better, 
and the Chandler Award is established in fine style.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF VAN IKIMt (ai supplied by Van)

Born Sydney, 1951) educated Ashfield Soys' High School and the University of 
Sydney (B.A. Hons 1, 1974, Ph. D. 1980), currently a Lecturer in English at the 
University of Western Australis,

Chief research interests! Australian literature (aainstfeaa fiction as well 
as SF and utopian writing)) bibliographical research) Australian drama; espionage 
fiction. Senior co-coepiler (since 1976) of the Annual Bibliography of Australian 
literature published in The Journal Of Commonwealth Literature (UK), listing the 
entire year's output of Australian fiction, poetry, draea, and criticise.

Academic duties include! coordinator of several Australian literature 
courses, and (for several years) Supervising Examiner for the HA state English 
Literature Examination.

BOOKS and MONOGRAPHS 1

(editor) Australian Science Fiction (Brisbane, 1982 and 198S) Chicago 1984)) 
Characterization in Science Fiction (Sydney 1981);
Tn?? Plays of David Wilfiaeson ^Sydney, 1986)
Espionage Fiction: Free Popular Novels to Serious Literature (Sydney, 1990); 
(Editor) 61 ass Repti1 a Breakout sne other Australian Speculative Stories (Perth. 
1990).

MAGAZINES:

1971-79: Editor of Enis»a« a eulti-cclour fanzine published by the Sydney 
University of SF Association; winner of 1978 Ditaar Award,
1977- j Editor/pvb!isher of Science Fiction! A Review_ of Speculative Literatures 
winner 1983 Ditear Award.

ARTICLES, ESSAYS, BOOK REVIEWS:

Article?, on Australian Mainstreae and 8F Writer* (including John Baxter, 
Frank Bryning, Peter Carey, A. Bertrae Chandler, Terry Dowling, Robert Drew®, 
ouaner Locke Elliott, Les Harding, Frank Hardy, David Ireland, George Turner) 
have appeared in Contemporary Novel late (London, 1961 and 1991), Australian 
Pictionary of Biography (Mei bou* ne, 1981), The__Routledge__Encyclopaedia of 
Coeaonwealth Literature (London, 1992) and Perceiving Other NoQds (Singapore, 
1991).

Articles dealing specifically with the history and significanca of 
Australian 8F have also appeared in Contrary Modes (Newcastle, NSW, 1985), 
AuMiecon Two Convention__Handbook (Melbourne, 1985), Island Haga?.ine, and The 
Penguin New Literary History of Australia (Melbourne, 1988).

Other articles and book reviews have appeared in numerous publications: 
Australian Literary Studies, The Australian Horror and Fantasy Magazine, Brave 
New World Review, CRNLE Reviews Journal, Editions Review, Eidolon, Eni gee, Isi end 
Nagazine, The National flats, New Zealand Bgqks, Nation Review, Quadrant, SF 
Coeftenlart, goutheflXt Westerly.

NEWSPAPER REVIEWING:

SF/Fantasy book reviewer for The Sydney__ Morning__ Herald since 1984, reviewing 
Australian and overseas 3F and producing reviews with titles like: "Those heady 
days of '69 revisited", "Even escapism baulks at e»e«,ald green legs", "Sex is a 
problee to an alien tree", and "Is it a bird? is it s bat? Holy Mackerel, it's a 
vaapire*".

3



SHORT STORIES*

The Earliest Ikm stories were published in hie t»pn« in Pocket Man and Ada* 
<1968-6??; subsequent stories appeared in Void., Boggle, Envisaged Worlds, Other 
Worlds. Align Worlds, island in the Sun 2i An anthology of Recent Australian 
Prose, and Oeeqa Science Digest.,

Van Ikin considers his sain literary-critical publications to be:

Australian Science Fiction (Brisbane, 1962 and 1982, Chicago 1984)

•Dreaei. Visions utopi as*, Tn»_ P^nguin..Mew_ Literary History of Australia, 
ed, L. Hergenhan (Ringwood, Vic.i Penguin, 1988)

EjRiongg*_FXct ’on?_£ r n* pooular Novels to Serious Literature (Sydney, 1990)

G1«m Reptilj Breakout jwJ other Australian Speculative__Stories (Perth, 
1990) ’

"Mirrnr-Revereais and the Tolkten-Mating 9a»e", Science Fictioni A Review of 
Speculative Literature Vol 9, So 1 (March 1987). Winner of 1988 Wil lias Atheling 
Jr Award.

(With Sean McMullen and Srahae Stone). “Science Fiction Maqaeines in 
Australia’, Australian and NewJ^H.! an£ Journal of Serials libr^ianship (USA) Vol 
2, No 1 (1991)

’Steel Rudd es failed Artist’, Southerly, Vol 36, No 4 (1976)

•The Political Novels of Katherine Susannah Prichard* (a series of 3 
article*), Southerlx Vol 43, Nos 1,263 (1983)

- and, fro* The Sydney horning Herald, reviewss

"Science Fiction is hack in the Swie", 5MH March 5, 1988. (Review of Louise 
Cooper’s Mirage, S, J* Van Seyoc'* Srowntide, and ?eter Treeayne s Niger!)

"Cneics of the Ceceic Kind’, SMH May 20, 1999. (Review of Daeien Broderick’s
Striped Holes, and Terry Pratchett'* Nyrd Sisters) y

’Deep Space Confessional*, SMH Juno 24, 1989, p82. (Review of Arthur C.
C1»rke's A*t£Unding_pay* 

- 
’Lee's Waves in a Fantasy World’, SNH Saturday, March 9, 1991. (Review of 

Tanith Lee’s For eat v^L tand

"Spirits of the Future’, GMH Saturday, January 18, 1992. (Review of Terry 
Dowli ng’a Norewopd;

(The full synopsis of Vans activities takes cany sany «ore pages! A very 
accoeplished Guy. - Ed)



SHORT STORY COMPETITIONS) (funded by The Australian Science Fiction Foundation)

The winners for the short Story Competition held by Syncon 92, the Natcon, 
were)

1st Prizes 
2nd Prizes

Lyn hcConchie
Ron Ward

-The Third Storey*
*Soee Things Won't Change

And an "Encouragement Award" went to David Clancy.

The Winner for the Short Story competition held by WongCon, the National 
Media Convention, was Sean Williams with ’The Nightmare Stars".

PICO-REmWSt
by Cath Ortlieb

Paei a
Anne McCaffrey

(Banta®, UK, 1992 - Hard Cover Release)

Dania is Anne McCaffrey's sequel to The Rowan though it back tracks a little to 
provide background to Rowans assistant on Cailista, Alfra. It then follows the 
Rowan and Jeff Raven's union, particularly their third child, Damia. More talents 
are developed and there are also acre contacts with aliens.

If you enjoyed The Rowan, you'll probably enjoy this too. If, however, you 
found parts of The Rowan too such of a soap opera for you, you won't like this at 
all. If you eust have a complete collection of McCaffrey's books, buy it, but 
wait until it coses out in paperback. If you enjoyed earlier stories about 
talents and want acre, you'll probably be disappointed.

Teklords 
Nilliae Shatner

(Corgi, UK, 1992 - Paperback Release)

I enjoyed Willies Shatner s sequel to Tekwar even less than McCaffrey's 
sequel. I'll state free the beginning that I'a not a Shatner fan, and 1 haven't 
read Tekwar, Reading Teklords has definitely not inspired ae to read any other 
books in the series.

Jake Cardigan is free, though soee still sittrust his, and he has a new 
love. Things get complicated when his son gets kicked out of school for taking 
Tek and Jake is asked to investigate a murder. The story follows the Tek 
connection with the murder and a terrible plague that begins to sweep the 
country.

J found the story line rather thin and predictable, the violence often too 
graphic and gratuitous, and the way everything fell into place sc quickly at the 
end was just too contrived. It's a very light read and left me dissatisfied.
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CGHNITTEE CHAFFS J

As Mark toney, th* current Secretary is leaving shortly for a three yea*' 
stint in ths? U.S.A., he has tendered his resignation. Hark has served in thia 
capacity on the Foundation coasittaff for eany years, and a trademark of his tiar 
has been regular, concise einutes, agendas, and regular and timely 
cnrrespondsnce processing. The Foundation thanks his for hit dedication and 
responsibility, Me will h* «;*8ed,

Clive Nenai! has (somewhat reluctantly) ag? a?»p to try ,?nd replace his as 
secretary for th® Foundation.

Jane Tiseil ha? been invited to join the coa»ittfie as an ordinary cooittre 
se^ber, and has accepted the invitation. rie welcome her, and look forward tn her 
participation.

AUSTRAL!AH SCIENCE HCTIQH FOUNDATION

MEHBESSH1P FORM 

Addressi ______________________ _

I, ____ _____________ _________ __________________ , desire to becoee a oeaber/renew PV 
i®ebe*'Ship of the Australian Science Fiction Foundation. In the event of ay being 
accepted as * tester, I agree to be baunc by the rules of the association for ths 
tiae being in force.

(Signature vf Applicant* (Signature of Nominator)

Fttwi Aimal Beo&arship <5.00 / Joining Fer (eetral $5.00 enclosed

rust completed v«r» toi AS^F Hwwbershfps, P,0. Sow <024, University of Melbourne, 
Australia, 5052

(Victorian regulations fnr Incorporate societies require that memberships br 
approved before taking effect. wefth&rs pay both annual 4 joining fee#. i.&. 
sio.ooi


