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The Chandler Award recognises significant contributions to the appreciation
of Beionce Fiction in Australia, via professional and/or féannish endravours,
carried out over & sustained period of tiase.

The inaugural Chandier fAward was prasented fn April at Syncon '92 tc Van
ikin in recognitioh of his continuing publication of the eagazina Scienge
rictiony his editing of two collections of Australian Science fiction - ane aptly
naasd Aumtraiian Bcience Fiction, the other Glass Reptile Breakput angd Other
Australian Soectulstive BStorigs) and his contributions to fsnnish publishing bath
in Sydnay and Ferth,

The Chandler award will continue to be presented at irragular intervals,
possibly in conjunction with a Matioral 8F Conventicn, should a deserving
candidate be brovght forward during a particular year.

Nominations for the next Chandlwr Award are HNOW OPEN, and should ha
torwardad tot

Australfan Science Fiction Foundation
P.0. Box 4024

Univerasity of Helbourne,

Victoria, Australia. 3C352
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THE CHANDLER AWARD I1TSELF.

A_FEW WORDS ABOUT THE WINNER, VAN IKIN
from Terry Dowling

[t'c probably impossible to give an accurate list of the shakers and maovers,
pakers and doers, the voilces aof sweet reasan, fair play and honest assessment
that have helped make the F&SF phenomenon what it i1s in this country, harder
still to list those who don‘t have an axe to qrind samewhere or a chip on the
shoulder about sosething, who manage to maintain commitment, excellence and
proporticn 1n what they do.

The announcement of Yan lkin as winner of the inaugural Chandler Award at
Syncon 92, the 3fst MNatcon held at Sydney's Shore Inn over the Easter long
weekend, Was greeted with resounding applause. [t Wwas a welcome and very popular
choice. Susan Chandler, Bert s widow, was delighted with it.

I ve known Van as & close friend and colleague since our undergrad days at
Sydney University, when he was editing and single-handedly publishing the SUSFA
fanzine, Enigma. He 1s presently a lecturer in English Jiterature at the
University of Western Australia, a husband and father and - too rarely these days
for those of us who know his stories - a writer whose fiction has appeared in
everything from Adam to Omega. Since 1977, he has published and edited Science
Fiction: A Review of Speculative Literature, naw at 1ts 32nd 1ssue, plus two
impressive anthologies, Australian Science Fictipn, UGP, 1982 and Glass Reptile
Breakout and other Australian Speculative Stories, CS5AL, 1991. As well 2& being
resident genre reviewer for the Sydney Morning Herald since 1983, he makes
reqular appearances at genre-related conventions and seminars, such as the 199§
Legends Seminar 1n Sydney (199f) and this vyear's Imaginings Conference in
Brisbhane for which he was Keynote Speaker.

This is not to say Yan doesn't rob graveyards at midnight or swing from the
bellc when Ouasimodo 1s on leave. It means that he 1s dedicated and professional
enough to keep standards and hide the Zorro suit, committed enough te keep
publishing even when the gods have made it patently obvious they have it in for
him, one of those sly low-key bon vivants who couldn’t possibly take apother
glass of wine at dinner but will then souvenir your best bottle of red and leave
money on the fridge. He hac a sense of humour to be reckoned with, a charm and
gondwill second to none.

What more can yau say about someone who publishes articles on SF reading
protocols then packages same between fluoro-yellow covers? Just this - he is 2
fine choice, a wonderful and mast deserving choice, for which the 1992 jury as
nuch as VYan himself deserve congratulations., They could not have chosen better,
and the Chandler Award is established in fine style.
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A BRIEF HIBTORY OF VAN fkIM: {(as supplied &y Yani

Born Sydney, {1931j educated Ashfiwld Boys  High Sthool and the Univarsity of
Sydney (B.A. Hons |, 1974, Fh. D, 19801) currentiy a Lecturer in English at tha
University of Wextern Australia,

Chiwf ressarch inturests] Australian literature (sainetream fiction as well
as SF and utaopian writing)) bibliographical resesrchy Austiralian dramaj espionage
tiction. Senior co-compiler (since !974) of the Arnual Biblioqraphy of Australjan
titerature published in The Jourpnal Of Cosponmoalth Literature (UK), liating the
antire year's putput of Australian fiction, poetry, drama, and criticise.

Acadasic duties includer conrdinator of several Australian literature
toursas, and {for gevaral years) Bupervising Examiner ¢or the WA wtate English
Literature Exaaination.

HEOKS and MONOSRAPHE:

{aditor) Australiap Science Fiction (Bristane, 19682 and 1985; Chicago 1584))
Characterization tn Science Fiction (Sydrey 1981)

Toa Playe of David Milljsmson (Sydney, 1984}

€spjonage Fiction: From Popular Novels tp Serious Literature (Sydney, 1990);

{Editor) Glass Ruptila Breakout and ather Austrs siian ﬁgn:ull;i @ fHtories (Ferth,
13990},

HAREAZINES:

1971-79y Editor of Epigea, a wsulti-colour 4anzine opublished by the Bydney
University of SF Assoclation] winner of {978 Ditmar Award.

1977- 1 Editor/publisher of Science Fiction: A Review o0f Speculative Literature:
winner 1983 Ditmar Award.

eRTICLES, ESSAYS, PO0K REVIENS:

Articlee on Australian Nainstreas and BF Writers {including John Baxter,
Frank Bryning, Peter Carey, A. BHertram Chandlur, Terry Dowling, Robart Drewe,
sumner Lacke Eiliott, Lew Harding, Frank Hardy, David Ireland, Seorge Turner)
hava sppeared in Conteaporary Noyelists d{london, (96F and 19911, Australian
Cictionary of 8jogrephy (Melbourne, 1981), The Routiedus E£ncyclepardiz of
Comsonwealth titeraturs (London, 1992) and Perceiving f(ther Worlds (Singapore,
19911,

Articles dealing specificaliy with the history and wsignifitance of
Australian 8F kave almc appeared in Contrary Modes {Newcastlie, NEY, 198%),
Ausgiecon Two Conveption Handbpek i(Melbsurne, 1983), jsland Bagazinw, and Tha
Panguin Mew Literary Histpry of Australia (Melbourne, 19881,

Othar articles and book raviaws have apperared in nuaerous publications:
fustralian Literary Studies, The Australian Horror and Fantasy Magazine, Brave
New Morid Review, CANLE Reviews Journal, Editions Revimew, Eidpion, Enigga. 1miapd
Hacazine, Thm Natigpal Tisaes, Naw 1lealgnd Buoks, Maiion Revigw, Quadrant. SF
Commentary, fiautherliv, Westeriy.

MENSPAPER REVIEWING:

ZF/Fantasy book revieser for The Sydnsy Morniny Merald since 1984, reviewing
Austrelian 2nd overceas &F and producing reviews with titles like: "Thosa heady
daye 0f ‘69 revinited", "Even estapisa baulls at sperzld gqresn Lege”, “"Sex {8 a
praobles to an alien tree®, and "Is it a bird? ig it a bat? Holy Mackerel, it's a
varpire!"”.




SHORT STORIESs

The Eorliept 1kin sturier were pubiished in hie teens in Pockat Man and Adas
119468-47); subsequent atories appesred in VYpid, Boogle, Envizaged Horlds, Other
Worids, Alien Morids, island ip the Sun 23 An anthology of Recent Australian
Prose, ant Omega Science Dicest.

Van lkin ronsiders hic main Yiterary-critical publirations to be:
fiustralian Sciapce Fiction (Brisbhane, 1982 and 1982, Chicagn 19R4)

*Dreams. Yisions Utopiazs®., The FPeaquin Hew Litecary Wistory of Australia,
wd, L. Hergeahan {Ringwcod, Vic.1 Penouin, [788)

Cspionage Fictions Froa pooular Movels te Barious Literaturwe (Sydney, 1990)

Bless Reptiie Breakou: asnd other Awstralian Speculative Stories (Perth,

“Mirrar-Reversals and the Tolksen-Nating Oase”, Scipnrce Fiction: A Review of
Speculative Literature ¥ol 3, %o 1 (March 1987), Winner of {982 Nil)iam Atheling
Jr fAward.

(Hith Seen HcMullen end fGrazham dtonel. “EBerence Fiction MHagazines in

Austraiia®, Austealian and New lesland Journal of Sarials Librarianship (USA! Yol
2, No 1 (1991)

“OQtoe! Rudd e failed Artist®, Zoutharly, Val 3&, No 4 {1974)

"The FPoliticsl Novele of Katherine Susannsh Prichard® (a seriss of 3
articlen), Sputherly Yol 43, Nos 1,243 {1963)

- and, éros The Sydney hornang Heraldg reviews:

"Scientw Fiction is hack in ¢the Swie®, S8H Narch 35, 1968. (Aevien of Louise
Cooper 's Mirage, 3. J. vYan Scyor’s Urowntide, and Peter Tremayne’s Nigor!)

*Cosics of the Coteic Hind®, SHH May 20, 1989. (Reviww of Damien Broderick’s
striped Holes, and Terry Pratchett s dyrd Sisters)

"Neep Space Confenzionsi®, SHH June 24, 1989, pB8Z. (Review of Arthur L.
Ciarke’'s Astounding Days

"log's ¥Waves in a Fantaay Norid®, EfM Ssturday, harch 9, 1991, (Review of
Tanith Lee’'s Fureats of the Might and Mosen as Desons!

*Spirits of the Fature®, ZMY Gaturday, January 8, 1992. (Review of Terry
Dowling'a dorewood)

fThe full synnpsis 0f Yan's activities tzkes sany many sore pagas! A very
accosplivhad Buy, - £d)




SHORT BTOAY CONPETITIONS: {(funded by The Australian Science Fiction Foundation!
The winners for the short Story Competition heid by Syncon 92, the Natcon,
wered

1at Prize: Lyn WeConchia “The Third Storay®
Znd Prize: Ron Ward *8cae Things Won't Change*

And an "Encouragement #Award” went tp David Clancy.

The Winner for the Short Story competition held by HongCon, ¢the National
Media Convention, was Sean Williams with "The Nightaare Starc”.

PICO-REVIENS:
by Cath Ortlieb

Camia
Anne McCaféray
tBantaa, UK, 1992 - Hard Cover HRelmase)

Damia is Anne McCaférey 3 sequel to The Roman though it back tracks a little to
provide hackground to Rowan's amsiatant on Callista, Alfra. It then +¢nllows the
Rowan and Jef{f Raven's union, particularly their third child, Damsia. Hore talunts
are developed and there are aiso sore contacts with aliens.

1f you anjoyed The Rowman, you'll probably enjoy this toa., 14, howsver, vou
found parts of The Rowan too much of a soap opera for you, ycu won't like thie at
all. I¢¥ you sust have a complete collecticn of McCatérey's books, buy {t, but
wajt until it coaws out in paperback, 1f you enjoyed =arlier staries ahout
talents and want sora, you’'ll probaebly bte disappointed.

Teklords
Nilliam Shatner
{Corgi, UK, 1992 ~ Paparback Relesaswe)

! enjoyed Williasm Shatner 's sequal to Tekwar even 1less than McCaffrey's
sequel. I')] state érce thas beginning that 1's not a Shatner 4an, and J havaen't
read Takwar. Reading Teklords has deéiniteiy not inspired ae to read any ather
books in the series.

Jdake Cardigan fa free, though uome still mistrust hism, and he hes 2 new
fove. Things get complicated when hic son gets kicked out of achonl far taking
Tek and dJake {ia asked to investigate a surder. The story ¢olicws the Tek
connection with the surder and a terribie plague that begins ta sweep the
country.

1 found the story lina rather thin and predictable, the vialence nften too
graphic and gratuitous, and the way everything fell intc place sg quickly at the
and wae just too contrived., It's m very light read and left ae dissatiafied.



TOMKITTEE THANGES)

fis Mark Lonay, the current Sscretary s Jeaving shortly for a three year
stint in the U.8.4,., he haa tonderwd his resignation. Mark bas served in thie
rapacity on the Foundation ceamitier far cany years, ant a trademark of hie tine
“as bewn regular, concise winutes, agendcad, and regu!lar znd tiamely

correspandence orotessing. The Foundation thanks hie  far has dedication and
reapsnsibility. He will be m1nswd,

Clive Newall has {somewhat relustsntly) agremd to try and replace Hhis as
secretary for the Feundation.

Jang Tizeil haw been invited to join the caamittee ay an ordinery comsittes

agnber, ard has accentsd tha invitat:ion., We welczme her, and toak forwacd Yo her
rartitipation,
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